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Asian Voice -

Dee Katwa
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Contact: Dhiren on 07970 911 386 or dhiren.katw

Top award for Business Guru Kumar
West Midland veteran businessman Lord Kumar
Bhattacharyya CBE has been honoured with a
Lifetime Contribution to Midlands’ Business Award.
The prestigious award
was bestowed on Lord
Bhattacharyya, 71, pictured, at the fifth annual
Midlands
Business
Awards which took place
at Hilton Metropole
Hotel in Birmingham last
Friday. Awarded a CBE in
1997 and knighted in
2003,
Lord
Bhattacharyya is the
founder
of
Warwick
Manufacturing Group,
which has an annual

turnover of £120 million.
On accepting the trophy,
he joked: “The only thing
to follow a lifetime
achievement award is an
obituary. But there is still
life and troublemaking in
this old dog.” Born in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, he
now lives in Moseley,
Birmingham, with wife
Brigid. The couple, who
this year will mark their
Pearl anniversary, have
three daughters. Winners

among the nine award
categories
included:
Enterprising University of
the
Year,
Aston
University;
Business

Person of the Year, CEO
of Ricoh Arena in
Coventry, Daniel Gidney;
Young Entrepreneur of
the Year, magician Ben
Hanlin; and Business
Club of the Year –
N o t t i n g h a m
Entrepreneurs. The blacktie, round-table event was
hosted by BBC Midlands
Today presenter Kay
Alexander and was organised by the impeccably
modest
gent
Harj
Sandher. To find out more
visit www.midlandsbusinessawards.com

Championing Diversity

Car buyer beaten

West Mercia Police has been handed an award for
promoting racial diversity. The Prince of Wales’ Race
for Opportunity group gave the force a Silver
Certificate for its work. Separately, this month marks
LGBT History Month. It celebrates the lives and
achievements of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans
community and encourages everyone to recognise the
positivity of diversity and differences in culture
across society.

A “deeply dishonest” Birmingham teenager,
Mohammed Ali, who posted a fake car advert on internet site Gumtree to lure a man to Birmingham and steal
his cash, has been sentenced to ten months’ detention in
a young offenders’ institution, suspended for two years.
The victim travelled to the city from London after seeing
a Honda Accord advertised for £5,000 and then reduced
to £3,750. But he was then beaten up by three men,
Birmingham Crown Court heard. Ali, 18, a student at
Solihull College, admitted a charge of conspiracy to
steal.

Call for young talent
It’s refreshing to see Bina
Ganatra, pictured, at the helm
of Birmingham Future, a voice
for young professionals, the
first person from an ethnic
minority background to chair
this organisation since its
inception in 2001. Best of luck
to sports fan Bina, 27, relationship manager at Lloyds
Banking Group, in encouraging, and getting nominations for this year’s
Birmingham Young Professional of the Year, BYPY,
awards which, we hope, will reflect the multicultural
make-up of Birmingham. Birmingham Future has so far
been a champion at box-ticking on diversity, some critics have claimed. But this is changing, for the better, it
seems. The BYPY 2011 winners will be announced at a
ceremony at the ICC on May 19. To find out more visit
www.birminghamyoungprofessional.co.uk

Ten years on: Ram Katha
Organisers of the 2001 Ram Katha Vedic Festival
in Birmingham are inviting people to its tenth
anniversary celebration next week. Readers may
recall how the event had, at the time, sparked controversy after the lead Hindu preacher pulled out at
the eleventh hour. Another cleric was quickly found
and the event, eventually, was a roaring success. The

Juggling between wife
and mistress
John Hemming, pictured, the
controversial MP for Yardley,
Birmingham, has admitted he may
cheat on his wife once more. The
Lib Dem millionaire, who has
spent the past 11 years dividing
his time between his wife
Christine and girlfriend Emily
Cox, said he didn’t want to be a
monk. MP Hemming, 50, told a
local newspaper he thought the
media interest in his private life
was “bonkers”. He said: “I am not particularly trying to
have affairs. But I’m not going to say how I am going to
live my life over the next 40 years.” Mrs Hemming last
year appeared in court charged with stealing a kitten
from Miss Cox’s home in Moseley.

A Taste of India
A new Indian cookbook which features recipes for
authentic Gujarati vegetarian dishes has been launched.
The book, Hansa’s, More than just a restaurant…it’s
my life! has been compiled by Hansa Dabhi, a multiaward winning celebrity chef, to mark the 25th anniversary of her
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Cat killed in

A
teenage
mum,
Stacey
Ravenhall,
who
hurled a fourmonth-old kitten,
Cuwella, to its
death from the
11th floor of a
Birmingham tower bloc
months in custody sente
Ravenall, 19, from Yardle
keeping any animal for t

Thief

A Midland drug add
fractured a 79-year-ol
snatched her bag as she
visit her husband, has
Singh, 29, from West Bro
less since he was 16, wa
to carry out the robbe
Court heard.

West

Remember East is
Asian comedy? Well, its s
launched at The Drum, t
in Birmingham later
Midlands preview will be
Saturday (Feb 5). For tic
visit www.the-drum.org.u

Worship

An incense burner th
a blaze at a Birmingham
in Frederick Road, Spa
man forgot to extingui
“pooja” worship. His so
when he tried to stop th
to control.

Cowbo

A “rogue” builder tr
home owner out of £7
needed his whole roof re
Court heard. Errol Flynn
fraud against 64-year-o
reports the Birmingham
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A local businessman was named Midlands
Entrepreneur of The Year at the Midlands Business
Awards on Friday 28th January.
Leamington Spa - based Gary Summers collected the
award from TV Personality Kay Alexander at
Birmingham’s Hilton Metropole.

The award recognised his success in 2010, which saw
him successfully diversify facade contractor Alumet
Systems into renewable technologies with a new
All content ©2 0 0 6 division called EOS Energy, providing photovoltaic
2010 Excel Publishing
solar panels to both the commercial and domestic
Company Ltd.
markets.
The success of this expansion has seen the company
recruit an additional 14 members of staff in the past 2
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He was commended for the successful development
of numerous other businesses in his portfolio,
including Fly Heli (a helicopter leasing firm), The Three
Graces (A bar in Leamington Spa) and
Carenquiry.co.uk (an online car dealership which offer
users a safe way to buy and sell cars). On top of this
Gary has successfully developed a real estate
business which is currently developing 52 apartments
& 5 villas in Brazil.
Summers commented “I am delighted to receive this award, 2010
was a challenging year as the tough economic climate saw
reduced spending budgets and margins across the industry. I’d
like to thank the hard work of my team in ensuring that we made
it through this difficult time. I look forward to 2011 with a great
deal of excitement!”
Printer-friendly version
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